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George W. McDaniel, PhD 
President, McDaniel Consulting, LLC
102 Rutherford St., Summerville, SC 29483
843-708-5466 
gmcdaniel4444@gmail.com 
Facebook: George McDaniel (photo of me holding a spot-tailed bass I released)
 Current Position:
President, McDaniel Consulting, LLC: Founded after my 45-year career with museums and historical organizations, it provides strategic services in planning, fundraising, board development, education, and interpretation.

Executive Director Emeritus of Drayton Hall, a historic site in Charleston, SC, of the National Trust for Historic Preservation, a private, nonprofit organization. Established in 1738, Drayton Hall became a Trust site in 1974. To c. 65,000 visitors/year, we offered tours, school programs, workshops, public programs, and special events. Upon my departure, budget: $2.2 million. Endowment, $20M. 

In 2018 Drayton Hall named a building in its new visitors’ center, the George W. McDaniel Education Center. 

Previous Positions:
- Executive Director, Drayton Hall, 1989 – 2015 

- Director, Museums and Education, Atlanta History Center, 1985-1989 - Director, Research and Education, Center for Southern Folklore,  


   Memphis, TN, 1980-1985

- Maryland Historical Trust, Sugarloaf Regional Trails, Contractual        Historian, 1976-79 

- Smithsonian Fellowship and contracts for research and programs,   


   1975-79; 2017-18  
National Service: 
- Peace Corps, Togo, West Africa, 1969

- Drafted out of Peace Corps and into U.S. Army, First Infantry Division,

   Vietnam, 1969-70
Education:
- PhD, History, Duke University, 1979;

- Brown University, M.A.T. (Master of Arts in Teaching), History, 1972; 

- University of the South, B.A., History, cum laude, Sewanee, TN, 1966 

   
- Junior year, University of Paris, France 

- The Lovett School, Atlanta, GA, 1962 

- Native of Atlanta, GA. I taught at Lovett School and at Hope High      School in Providence, RI, and at George Washington University 
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Sample Consulting:   - Nat’l Museum of African American History and Culture, Smithsonian

   Institution 

- American Alliance of Museums, Museum Assessment Program;

- National Endowment for the Humanities

- National Society of the Colonial Dames of America, Washington, DC 

- Clemson University
- National Institute of American History and Democracy

- Charleston Convention and Visitors’ Bureau
- Olana State Historic Park, Olana, New York

Sample Publications: - Drayton Hall Stories: A Place and Its People, Evening Post Books, 

Charleston, SC, 2022. Multiple excerpts appeared in magazines of American Association for State and Local History, Southern Edge & newspaper, The Charleston Mercury & in online publications of the Nat’l Trust, plus reviews in History News, Antiques and The Arts Weekly, Charleston Post and Courier, and other national and  local publications.  
                             - “The Past and Future of Historic Sites” in History News, Vol. 77, 2022. 

- “The Personal and the Professional: Historical Organizations

    Responding to Public Tragedies” in History News, Spring, 2018.  

-“Confederate Memorials: Choosing Futures for Our Past, A      Veteran’s Perspective”, in Controversial Monuments and Memorials: A Guide for Community Leaders, ed. By David Allison, Rowan Littlefield, 2018;

 - “America’s Historical Illiteracy and the Future of Art and Antiques,”

    Antiques & Fine Art, 13th Anniversary, Volume XII, Issue 3, 2013

- More not listed. 
My book: Hearth and Home: Preserving a People's Culture, Temple University Press, 1982, earned an Honor Award from the National  Trust for Historic Preservation, one of the few times the Trust has 

given this award to a book. 




Sample Presentations: Topics cover a range of issues in history, tourism, and education:    -  American Alliance of Museums
-  American Association for State and Local History (AASLH)
-  Atlanta History Center
-  College of Charleston
-  History Leadership Institute, Mount Vernon
-  National Society of the Colonial Dames of America
-  National Council for Public History
-  National Trust for Historic Preservation
-  The Lovett School

-  SC Dept. of Archives and History
-  Smithsonian Institution
-  University of South Carolina.    
Resume - George W. McDaniel, page 3 o f 3

Community 
   - Chairman, Ashley Scenic River Advisory Council, 2016-present
Engagement: 
- Chairman, Board of Trustees, Dorchester Trust Foundation, 2017 –


   present


- Facilitator, Illumination Project, Emanuel AME Church, Charleston, 

   SC, 2016-18 

- Founding Board Member, International African American Museum, 

  Charleston, SC, 2002-2011.

Teaching/

   - Lecturer, History Leadership Institute, 2018-2022


Education

   - Co-Instructor, “Historic House Museum Issues and Operations,”

Experience:      
      2000-2018, AASLH 
- Workshops for teachers and museums, 1975-2024. 
- Taught history, Lovett School (Atlanta, GA) & Hope High School
   (Providence, RI), & historic preservation, Geo. Washington Univ. 

- For decades, I have given lectures/presentations in numerous
schools, colleges, graduate schools, museums, and historical      organizations across the nation.
Media Experience:- In 2022 I was interviewed for an hour on NPR’s weekly radio                 program, Walter Edgar’s Journal, by Walter Edgar, and on Charleston’s radio program, WOHM,  by historian Bernard Powers. 
- For 40 years I have been on local, state, & national radio & TV, & have helped produce videos for the Charleston CVB, History Channel, the Today Show, and SCETV, to name a few. 
Sample Honors: 
  Individual Awards: 

 - SC Preservation Honor Award from the Office of the Governor, SC       

    Department of Archives and History, and Preservation South
    Carolina, 2023. 

   - Alexander S. Salley Professional Service Award from the  

      Confederation of South Carolina Local Historical Societies, 2023.
   - Governor’s Award, Historic Preservation, SC Dept. of Archives and 

      History, 2016. 

   - Governor’s Award, Environmental Awareness Award, SC Depts. Of

   Health and Environmental Control and of Natural Resources, 2014 

     N.B. I am the first person in South Carolina to win Governor’s Awards in      both historic preservation and environmental conservation. 
- Meritorious Service Award, SC National Heritage Corridor, 2010

- Distinguished Alumnus Award, The Lovett School, 1987
- Honor Award, National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1983. 
- Smithsonian Institution Intern, 1974, and Fellow, 1975-76.
 - Vietnam: Combat Infantry Badge; Commendation Medal for Valor;
   and Air Medal with oak leaf cluster (for missions by helicopter for
   combat assaults), 1969-70. 
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